Office of Global Maritime Situational Awareness
Trip Report

Subject:  State Department visit with desk officers of Office of Central Asian Affairs
Meeting Date:  5 January 2009                                            Location:  State Department Washington DC
1.  Executive Issues:

Attendance:  LCDR Eric Huemme,  LT Amber Lewis,  Tom Hushek (Director Office of Central Asian Affairs), Richard Snelsire (Turkmenistan Desk Office), Martin O’Mara (Bureau of South and Central Asia)
2.  Background:

We discussed introductions of MSSIS to Nations bordering the Caspian Sea and possible problems the countries may have in regards to participating.  The biggest concern seemed to be Russia and if they would participate.  

We also discussed the possibility of working through EXPIS (Department of State Export Security Initiative).

The main issues in the Caspian Sea area are oil trade and illegal fishing.
4. Recommendations:

Continue to pursue all Caspian Sea Nation through local embassies and through visits to each country.
